
Reflective writing 1: Please reflect on issues of race, immigration, physical space, and urban planning 

in Charlottesville, and how they impact our study of local music 

In the city of Charlottesville, race, immigration, physical space, and urban planning have 

extremely deep roots in its people and cultural scene. By affecting the demographics of the residents 

here in Charlottesville, this also deeply affects our study of local music because of how their diverse 

backgrounds, identities, and stories congregate into their own specific musical preferences. As Rich 

Tarbell makes note of in his oral history, Charlottesville is not representative of just one particular music 

scene, but instead is a collaboration and rather a melting pot of different musical scenes.  

Race and urban planning especially have deep roots within our communities and play a large 

role in contributing to the hidden voices of Charlottesville and alter the discovery of the many different 

sounds in Charlottesville. The role of urban planning in Charlottesville does a lot for its cultural scene by 

driving out specific communities and allowing new ones to come in. While this seems quite random in 

how it affects our communities and what kinds of new musical voices will be incorporated into 

Charlottesville’s musical scenes, the history involved in these issues is quite detrimental. Vinegar Hill, for 

example, and its removal has affected this community in such a negative way by driving out a seeded 

and close-knit community which would have otherwise contributed so colorfully to the musical scene 

downtown. Unfortunately for urban renewal and the removal of this once thriving community, this only 

drove the emphasis of the gap between higher and lower income individuals across the train tracks, 

meaning that perhaps the musical scenes could be opposite ends of the spectrum just by crossing a 

couple of train tracks. For urban planning to cause this loss of physical space for these close-knit 

communities, it just goes to show how much of a difference the idea of space has on the culture of a city 

like Charlottesville. If anything, I think urban renewal has both positive and negative downsides, 

including opportunities for new sounds and faces to enter the community, although it may be difficult to 



integrate, but it also has the potential to disintegrate what could have been a thriving cultural and 

musical scene.  

It is also interesting to take into the refugee and immigrant populations that habituate 

Charlottesville as well. Refugees especially, who come from overseas countries and cultures with strong 

background stories, I hope, will be among the populations most likely to contribute to a diverse 

conglomeration of musical scenes. However, similarly to others who have become disenfranchised or 

are parts of impoverished groups, they most likely subjugated to issues of racism and the like today; 

again, the barrier of physical space is important in this regard as well since the great divide between 

classes is evident here. As a result of these populations being so small and because many of these 

impoverished populations live in such further proximities to the upper class and the University, an issue 

could also potentially be their lack of openness with the Charlottesville community in general and 

therefore, their lack of trust and participation in community-organized projects. This also applies to 

Vinegar Hill when urban renewal dispersed this close-knit community; without their original sense of 

belonging and feeling of community, it could be difficult to draw out their participation in the study and 

therefore, Charlottesville’s musical scene can be interpreted as much more hidden than we really think. 

To find the real underlying voices, it will take a lot of effort and prying just to discover these diverse 

sounds. As a result of this socio-economic divide present in modern-day Charlottesville, the city is highly 

diverse with a large flow of moving people; whether or not they have come as refugees from halfway 

across the world or just move here for education, they all impact the musical scenes that make up the 

city’s cultural identity and although these voices can be well-hidden and nearly impossible to find, they 

are still extremely and undeniably special. 


